MpeobparkeHCKU maHacmup

CpebopHa konekyuonepcka moHema
om cepusma ,boazapcku yobpkBu u maHacmupu®
Emucusa Ha BHB
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The Transfiguration Monastery
Silver Collector Coin
Bulgarian Churches and Monasteries Series
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BbATAPCKA
HAPOAHA BEAHKA

Bbarapckata HapofiHa 6aHka n3ka3Ba 6narofapHocTy
Ha sypHanucTa MisaH Muxanes 3a npefocTaBeHiTe U306paxKeHus.

The Bulgarian National Bank gratefully acknowledges
the journalist Ivan Mihalev for the provided photographs.
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MaHacmupom ,CBemo lMpeobparkeHue FocnogHe™, no-u3zBecmeH kamo
MpeobpaxkeHckuam MaHacmup, € yemBbpmuam no 20AemMuHa B boAzapus.
Pa3nonoXeH e Ha bpeza Ha peka AHMpa go c. CamoBogeHe, BeaukomopHoB-
cko.

OcHoBaH e no Bpememo Ha Bmopama 6oazapcka gopXkaBa kamo memox
Ha Bamonegckusa maHacmup 8 AmoH, a npe3 1360 2. noayyaBa aBmoHOM-
Hocm. Uapuua Teogopa (Capa) u cuHbm U uap WMBan WuwmaH gapaBam
MHO20 cpegcmBa 3a bAazoycmpoaBaHemo My u mou ce npeBpowa B8 eguH
om gyxoBHume ueHmpoBe, uzBecmeH kamo ,CapuH™ uau ,lluwmaHoB"
MaHacmup. [1pu nagaHemo Ha TopHoBo nog ocmaHcko BAagudecmBo MaHa-
cmupbm MHoO20kpamHO e onokapABaH, nadukocBaH u Hakpas e HanbAHO
pa3pyweH. [Mpe3 1825 2. ueymMeHbm Ha MaHacmupa — puAckuam MOHax
omey, 3omuk, 3anoyBa Bb3cmaHoBABaHemo Ha cBemama obumeA. Cmpo-
ekom Ha 2rnaBHama ybpkBa e Bv3rokeH Ha Aumumbp CoduaHAUAMA.
3apagu yyacmuemo My BoB BeauoBama 3aBepa Maticmopbm e obeceH u
genomo My npogbakaBa Ycma Koabo Guyemo. MiIHmepuopbm, BobHWHUME
CMEHU Ha xpama u ukoHume Ha ybpkoBHua ukoHocmac ca geao Ha 3axapull
3ozpad u CmaHucaaB AocneBcku. Bb3zgelcmBauwama cueHa ,KoreAomo Ha
*KuBoma", uznucaHa Ha loXkHama oAmapHa cmeHa, npecb3gaBa uukbAa Ha
yoBewkua ®kuBom.

CmpoumeacmBomo B T[peobparkeHckud maHacmup npogbAkaBa go
1863 2., kamo gomozaBa ca u3zepageHu lozouzmoyHomo Kpuao ¢ maAkama
20CmMHa, 2onemusam Bxog, kambaHapusama ¢ YacoBHuka u maakama ubpkBa
.bAazoBeweHue".

MpeobparkeHckuam MaHacmup e egHo om ocHOBHUMe KyaAmypHu u peBo-
AlouuoHHU cpeguwa B8 TopHoBcko. MNocewaBaH e om Bacua AeBcku, Duaun
Tomlo, AHzen KoHueB, non XapumoH u gpyau peBoAlouuoHHU geliuu.

[pe3 Pycko-mypckama ocBobogumeAHa BoliHa MaHacmupbm e npeBbp-
Ham B 60AHUUA.

Ha 6 loau 1991 2. yacm om MoHauweckume KuAuu ca HanbAHO pa3pyweHu
cAeg egHo om cpymBaHusama Ha ckaAaume Hag MaHacmupa. [1pu nagaHemo
Ha ckaAHUMe Macu HAMa nocmpagaAu Xxopa U Xpambm ocmaBa Henokbm-
Ham. Yacm om pa3ueneHa Ha gBe ckana u go gHec cmou mam kamo cBuge-
meAcmB0 3a 4ygomo.

The Monastery of the Holy Transfiguration of God, better known as the
Transfiguration Monastery, is the fourth largest monastery in Bulgaria. It is
situated on the banks of the Yantra river, near the village of Samovodene, in
the Veliko Tarnovo region.

It was founded during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom as a metochion
(dependency) of the Vatopedi Monastery on Mount Athos, and gained
autonomy in 1360. Tsaritsa Theodora (Sarah) and her son Tsar lvan
Shishman donated a lot of money for its beautification and it became one of
the spiritual centres, also known as ‘Sarah’s’ or ‘Shishman’s’ Monastery.
After the Ottoman conquest of Tarnovo, the monastery was burned and
plundered several times and eventually entirely destroyed. In 1825, the
abbot of the monastery, the Rila monk — father Zoticus, began the
restoration of the holy monastery. The construction of the main church was
assigned to Dimitar Sofianliyata. As a participant in Velcho's Conspiracy, he
was hanged, and his work was continued by Usta Kolyo Ficheto. The
interior, outer walls of the church and icons of the iconostasis were made by
Zahariy Zograf and Stanislav Dospevski. The spectacular ‘Wheel of Life’
scene, painted on the southern altar wall, recreates the cycle of human life.

Construction at the Transfiguration Monastery continued until 1863,
including the southeastern wing with a small drawing room, the large
entrance, the bell tower with the clock and the small Church of the
Annunciation.

The Transfiguration Monastery is one of the main cultural and revolutionary
centres in the Tarnovo region. Vasil Levski, Filip Totyu, Angel Kanchev, Pop
Hariton and other revolutionary figures were among its visitors.

During the Russo-Turkish War of Liberation, the monastery was turned into
a hospital.

On 6 July 1991, some of the monks’ cells were completely destroyed
following a landslide above the monastery. No one was injured when the
boulders fell, and the church remained intact. Up to the present day, a rock
split in two still stands there as a testament to this miracle.



