200 20qguHu om pokgeHuemo Ha Haiigen lepoB

CpebbpHa BbanomeHameAHa moHema
om cepusima ,bbrcapcko Bb3pakgane”
Emucust Ha BHbB

Momozpadusi Ha Hatgen lepoB (Hauuonaana 6ubauomeka ,CB. cB. Kupua u Memogut“ - Bbazapcku
ucmopuvecku apxuB, coupka ,Mopmpemu u cHumku” = C Il 995).

®on: lMbpBomo kaacHo yuuauwe 6 Bbazapusi ,CB. cB. Kupua u Memogui”, KonpuBuiuua.

200 Years since the Birth of Nayden Gerov

Nayden Gerov’s photograph (St. St. Cyril and Methodius National Library — Bulgarian Historical Archive,

Portraits and Photographs collection, C Il 995). Silver Commemorative Coin
Background: the first class school in Bulgaria ‘St. St. Cyril and Methodius’, Koprivshtitsa. Bulgarian Revival Series
Bvacapckama napogra 6anka uskasBa Gaazogaprocm na Obwuna KonpuBuwua u Ha Hauuonaanama BNB Issue
6ubauomeka ,CB. cB. Kupua u Memogui” 3a npegocmaberume uzobpakeHusi.
The Bulgarian National Bank gratefully acknowledged the Municipality of Koprivshtitsa and the BEBbATAPCKA  BULGARIAN
St. St. Cyril and Methodius National Library for provided images. HAPOAHA S0 .F‘ NATIONAL
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Hatigen l'epoB (23.11.1823 2. — 9.X.1900 2.) e Gbrzapcku npocBemumen, kruko-
Bruk, e3quSeg, npeBogau, porknopucm, obwecmberuk u gunromam.

CuH e Ha yuumens xagku lepo Mywek (npomomun Ha xagku lenuo om
Aoben-KapaBeroBama noBecm ,bbrzapu om cmapo Bpeme”). FepoB yuu 8 pogHa-
ma KonpuBuwuua, 8 epbuko yuuauwe 6 lMroBgub u nocae omHoBo B poghus cu
epag npu Heopum Puacku. C nezoBa npenopvka samunaBa 3a Ogeca, kbgemo
3aBbpwba ¢ omauuue PuwenrboBckusi auued. MekgyBpemenHo usgaBa Hsikoako
khueu, cpeg koumo nbpBama HoBoObreapcka noema ,Cmosit u Paga“. 3apagu
HezoBume cnocobHocmu My npegaazam ga noayuu pycko epakgarcmBo, koemo
moil npuema.

lepoB ce 3aBpbwa B Bbazapusi, omkasBatku ce om kapueEa 6 Pycus, u ce
nocBewaBa Ha HapogonoaesHa gelHocm. B KonpuBwuua omkpuBa gBykaacHo
yauauwe, B koemo npenogaBa u cbcmabs nbpBume HoBobObazapcku cBemcku
yuebHuuu. lMpe3 1851 2. opzaHusupa nbpBomo npasHyBaHe Ha AeHsi Ha cBemume
6pamst Kupun u Memogut 6 TMroBguB u kamo pvkoBogumea Ha yuuauwemo ce
6opu akmuBHo c epbukama acumunauusi upes obpasoBaHuemo; nybaukyBa
cmamuu 8 nepuoguuHusi neuam. lMpes Kpumckama BotiHa (18531856 2.) H. TepoB
ce Bpbwa 6 Pycus u pabomu 3a Obaeapckama kaysa, a npe3 1857 2. e HasHaueH
3a npbb pycku BuuekoHcya B TMroBguB, kbgemo paszBuBa obwecmBero-noaumuue-
cka u kyamypho-npocBemua geliHocm, ocueypsiBa cmuneHguu 3a Obacapcku
maageku u B3ema kocBeHo yuacmue B skuBoma Ha Obrzapckama peBoAtouuoHHa
opeaHusauusi. Mo Bpeme Ha Anpuackomo Bbcmanue ocBegomsBa Pycusi 3a
mypckume 38epcmBa u ce onumBa, npeBpbuuaiku Gbaapckus Benpoc 8 mekgyHa-
pogeH, ga npegusBuka Hamecama Ha Beaukume cuau. Caeg pasepoma my e npuHy-
geH ga gupu ybeskuwe 6 pyckama aeeauust 8 Llapuepag u yuyacmBa 6 Llapuepag-
ckama nocaaHuuecka kondepenuus (1876-1877 2.). [Npegu Pycko-mypckama ocB0o60-
gumenra BoidHa e Ha cAaykba kem aaBrama kBapmupa Ha pyckama ag/v\usl, a
nocae — kbm KaHueaapusima 3a epakgaHcko ynpaBaeHue c uea uspabomBane Ha
agmuHucmpamuBHomo ycmpotcmBo Ha bbacapusi. HasHaueH e 3a 2ybepHamop Ha
CBuwoB — nbpBusi ocBoboger Gbazapcku 2pag.

Cneg OcBoboxkgeruemo lepob ce ommeeast om obuwecmBerust skuBom u
npogbikaBa 6 MroBguB geromo Ha cBost skuBom — nucaHusi nem gecemuaemust
nemmomen Obaeapcku  peuruk (,Peunuk Ha Oabeapckul  ssuk ¢ mabkyBanue
peuumu Ha Gabeapcku u pycku”).

Halgen lepoB e usbpan 3a gonuceH u nouemeH ureH Ha Bbazapckomo
knwkoBHo gpykecmBo (gHec Bbacapckama akagemusi Ha Haykume) u goxkuBsiBa
npucbeguHsiBanemo Ha IMroBguB u KonpuBwuua kbm KusikecmBo Bbacapus.

Nayden Gerov (23 February 1823 — 9 October 1900) was a Bulgarian enlight-
ener, man of letters, linguist, translator, folklorist, public figure and diplomat.

He was the son of the teacher hadzhi Gero Mushek, a prototype of hadzhi
Gencho from Lyuben Karavelov’s novel Bulgari ot Staro Vieme (Old Time Bulgarians).
Gerov studied in his native Koprivshtitsa, at a Greek school in Plovdiv and then
again in his hometown with Neofit Rilski. He left with his teacher’s recommenda-
tion for Odessa, where he graduated with honours from the Richelieu lyceum.
Meanwhile, he published several books, including the first new Bulgarian poem
Stoyan i Rada (Stoyan and Rada). In recognition of his abilities, he was offered a
Russian citizenship, which he accepted.

Gerov returned to Bulgaria, giving up a career in Russia, and devoted himself
to activities of public benefit. He opened a two-class school in Koprivshtitsa where
he taught and compiled the first new Bulgarian secular textbooks. In 1851, he
organised the first celebration of the St. St. Cyril and Methodius Day in Plovdiv
and as head of the school, he actively fought Graecisation through education; he
also published articles in the periodical press. During the Crimean War
(1853-1856), Nayden Gerov returned to Russia and continued his work for the
Bulgarian cause. In 1857 he was appointed first Vice-Consul of Russia in Plovdiv,
where he was active in the socio-political, cultural and educational life, provided
scholarships for Bulgarian youth and indirectly participated in the life of the Bulgar-
ian revolutionary organisation. Duringhthe April Uprising, he informed Russia of the
Turkish atrocities and, by making the Bulgarian question international, tried to

rovoke the intervention of the Great Powers. After the Uprising’s defeat, he was
orced to seek refuge in the Russian mission in Constantinople and participated in
the Constantinople Conference of Ambassadors (1876-1877). Before the
Russo-Turkish War of Liberation, he was attached to the Headquarters of the
Russian Army, and then to the Office of Civil Administration to elaborate the
administrative structure of Bulgaria. He was appointed Governor of Svishtov, the
first liberated Bulgarian city.

After the Liberation, Nayden Gerov withdrew from public life and returned
to Plovdiv where he continued the work of his life: the five-volume Rechnik na
balgarski ezik s talkuvane rechite na balgarski i na ruski (Dictionary of the Bulgarian
Language with Interpretation of Speeches in Bulgarian and Russian), which he
compiled for five decades.

Nayden Gerov was elected associate member and honorary member of the
Bulgarian Literary Society (today the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) and witnessed
the ‘accession of Plovdiv and Koprivshtitsa to the Principality of Bulgaria.



