Ha 13 snyapu 1915 2. 6 codutckusi kunocaron ,Moge-
peH meambp” ce cbcmMou npemuepama Ha nbpBus
ObAapcku uepaneq ¢puam ,bbacapan e 2araHm’ Ha pexku-
cbopa Bacua TengoB, koimo cbwo maka e cuenapucm u
usnbAHUMeEA Ha 2AaBHama poast 3aegHo ¢ akmpucama
Mapa MusmeBa-Aununa. pe3 2005 2. no uHuuuamuBa
Ha HauuonarHus ¢uamoB.uesmbp 13 sHyapu e 00siBeH
3a AeH Ha pabomewume 6 kunomo.

Bulgaria’s first feature film, Balgaran e Galant (“Bulgarians
are Gentlemen”) premiered on 13 January 1915 in Sofia’s
Moderen Teatar picture house. The film was directed by
Vasil Gendov who also wrote the screenplay and played
the lead alongside actress Mara Miyateva-Lipina. In 2005,
the Bulgarian National Film Center declared 13 Janu‘a’y

Cinema Workers’ Day. \s
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bbazapckomo kuno 6 gamu

B Pyce 6 yacmen gom ce npoBekga nbpBama nybauuHa
kunonposkekuusi 8 Bbacapusi.

MbmyBawusim kuHemamoepad Ha uexa Dpany, MNpoxaska
ocbwecmBsbBa Hsikorkomeceuno myphe ¢ nbpBu npoxkekuuu
668 BuguH.

AHzauuaHuHbm Yapac Patigbp Hobba npabu nbpBume
kunocHumku 6 Bbacapus.

B Codust Hobba nposkekmupa cBoume ,HygecHu kunema-
moepacduuecku npegcmabaerus”. B patioHa Ha AbBoB mocm
®paty, Mpoxaska u cunbm my 3anoubam moHmaka Ha
6peseHmoBusi naBuauoH ,Iparg Erekmpobuockon”.

Baagumup lMemkoB kynyBa ,I'parg Eaekmpobuockon”, c
kolimo ce noaaza HauaAOMO Ha CMauuoHapHama mpexka 6
cmpanama. pes 1909 2. gbpBerama koHcmpykuusi useapsi
u lNMemkoB usnacs getinocmma cu 8 npoBunuusima.
MbpBusim Obazapcku kuHonpokekuuoHucm e Cmedan
boaueB, a Apacusi EneB e nbpBusim ,pekomangbop” —
uoBekbm, kotimo ycmHo pekaamupa, a no Bpeme Ha ceaHca
komenmupa 3a nybaukama getdcmBuemo 6b6 duama.

B Codusi e omkpum nbpBusim kunocaron — ,Mogepen
meambp“, cobcmBeHocm Ha miomioHombpzoBeua Kapao
Bakapo. Cnopeg apxumekma Haym Top6oB moBa e egHa
om nbpBume cepagu 6 EBpona, nocmpoeHu cneuuaAHo 3a
kunonposkekuuu. Ekparbm e ¢ pasmepu 3x4 mempa —
Hal-zonemusim 3a Bpememo cu. Cepagama cbwecmByBa u
gHec Ha OyA. ,Knseuns Mapusi Ayusa”.

Omkpum e codutickusm meambp ,Ogeon”, kotimo
nocmenerHo ce npebpbwa B kuromeambp.

3anouBa ga usausa cnucaHue ,KuHoxkypHan”.

/

B ,MogepeH meambp” ce cbcmou npemuepama Ha nbpBusi
GbAcapcku uzpanen (f)jumv\ ,bbAcapar e 2anaHm”, pesk. Bacua
leHgoB. Om AeHmama Ha ¢uama e 3anaseHa camo npobHa-
ma cHumka 3a kocmioma Ha lengoB.

B ,MogepeH meambp” e npemuepama Ha Hal-paHHUs
3anaseH Obaeapcku uepaneH puam — ,AioboBma e Aygocm”,
pexk. Bacua TengoB. IMbpBume Hu kunemamoezpaducmu ca
NPegumMHo xopa Ha meambpa u $pomozpadusima: Bacua
FengoB (1891-1970), bopuc pekob (1889-1968), Bacua
BakbpgrkueB (1906-1980), Arekcangbp BasoB (1900-1972),
HO cpeg msix e u umuzpaHmbm Hukoaal Aapun — pexku-
cbop u akmbop om mockoBckomo kunoameaue Ha locud
Epmonueb.

Kpyntusim mbpzoBeu, AAbepm AabugoB ocroBaba akuuo-
HepHomo gpykecmBo ,AyHa“ 3a npousBogcmBo Ha
xygokecmBenu u kscomempaxkHu ¢uamu, kakmo u 3a
nogeomoBka Ha mexHuuecku u mBopuecku kagpu.

,Mog cmapomo Hebe”, pexk. Hukoaal AapuH, e nbpBusim
ObAcapcku uepaner ¢uam, nokasan B8 uykouna (Mpaea).

lMpousBegeH e nbpBusim Obacapcku 38ykoB duam ,byHmbm
Ha pobume”, pex. Bacua lengoB. CBou mexHuuecku
peweHus 3a 36yka mbpcsim leopeu lMapaananoB, Cumeon
CumeoroB, Bacun bakbpgrkueB.

Bacua T'eHgoB ocHoBaBa AbpskaBHusi mysed Ha kuHomo,
npegwecmBeHuk Ha Bbacapckama HauuoHaaHa puamomeka.

Cb3gageH e nbpBusim uBemen Obacapcku uepanen puam —
,Touka nbpBa“, pexk. bosH AaHoBcku, cuenapucm Banepu
[Mempo6.
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The Bulgarian Cinema: a Chronology

Bulgaria’s first public screening takes place in a private
house in Ruse.

Czech Franz Prohazka’s travelling cinematograph tours
Bulgaria for several months, beginning with screenings in
Vidin.

Briton Charles Rider Noble shoots the first cinematic footage
in Bulgaria.

Noble screens his Wondrous Cinematographic Performanc-
es. Franz Prohazka and his son erect the tarpaulin Grand
Electrobioscope near Sofia’s Lavov Most.

Vladimir Petkov buys the Grand Electrobioscope, launch-
ing Bulgaria’s first permanent picture house. The timber
structure burns down in 1909, forcing Petkov to move to
the provinces. Bulgaria’s first cinema projectionist is
Stefan Bolchev, while Dragia Enev is the first Recomman-
deur: one who hustles passersby to buy tickets and then
delivers a spoken commentary on the picture.

Tobacco merchant Carlo Vaccaro opens Sofia’s first picture
house, Moderen Teatar. Architect Naum Torbov claims the
edifice is one of Europe’s first purpose designed cinemat-
ic theatres. At 3 x 4 metres/10 x 14 ft, the screen is the
period’s largest. The building survives to this day on the
Knyaginya Maria Luiza Boulevard.

The Odeon theatre opens in Sofia, gradually turning into
a picture house.

The Kinozhurnal magazine launches.

The Moderen Teatar premieres Bulgaria’s first feature film,
Balgaran e Galant, directed by Vasil Gendov. Only the test
shot of Gendov’s costume survives.

The Moderen Teatar premieres Bulgaria’s earliest surviving
movie, Lybovta e Ludost (“Love is Madness”), directed by
Vasil Gendov. Though Bulgaria’s first cinematographers are
mainly thespians and photographers (Vasil Gendov
1891-1970, Boris Grezhov 1889-1968, Vasil Bakardzhiev
1906-1980, Aleksandar Vazov 1900-1972), they include
immigrant Nikolay Larin who has directed movies and
acted in Josef Ermolieff’s Moscow studio.

Wealthy merchant Albert Davidov launches the Luna AD
company for producing feature and documentary films
and training technicians and artistes.

Pod Staroto Nebe (“Beneath the Timeworn Sky”), directed
by Nikolay Larin, becomes Bulgaria’s first feature film
screened abroad, in Prague.

Bulgaria produces its first talking picture, Buntat na Robite
(“Rebellion of the Slaves”), directed by Vasil Gendov.
Georgi Parlapanov, Simeon Simeonov and Vasil
Bakardzhiev explore alternative sound techniques for
talking pictures.

Vasil Gendov opens the State Cinema Museum, precursor
of the Bulgarian National Film Archive.

Bulgaria produces its first colour feature film, Tochka Parva
(“Item One”), directed by Boyan Danovski and written by
Valeri Petrov.





