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Ha 20 ronu/2 apryct 1903 r. (MnunpgeH) Obiarap-
CKOTO HacejeHue B Makenonusi u Tpakusi ce Baura Ha
OyuT cpemry OcmaHCKaTa WMIIEPUS IMOX PHKOBOICTBOTO
Ha Bbrpemnara MakeZoOHO-OJPUHCKA PEBOJIOLMOHHA
opraam3anmss  (BMOPO). B Makenonusi BbCTaHUETO
0bp30 obOxBama paronmte Ha butomsa, Oxpun, Crpyra,
IIpecna, Jlepun, [Ipunen, Knueso, Jlemupxucap u Koctyp;
npoBb3TIIaceHa ¢ KpymieBckara pemyonuka. CpakeHHsI ce
BOJAT U B Ckoncku, CTpyMumiku 1 COIyHCKH OKPBI.

boesere B Ompuncka Tpakwst 3anouBar Ha 5/18 cperry
6/19 arycr 1903 . (IIpeoOpakenue). UeTnte 0CBOOOXK 1aBAT
Bacmmuxko (ma. LlapeBo) m AXTOITON B pa3rpoMsIBaT BOCHHHUS
rapHu3oH B c¢. IpamarukoBo, MaikoTspHOBCKO. O0siBeHA
e CrpanmkaHckata penyonnka. CpakeHHs ce BOISIT U B
paiiona Ha Myctada mamma (. CBUIeHrpan), a B Jlenearadako
u [TOMIOP/DKMHCKO Ce€ TPOBEKAAT JIMBEPCUOHHU AKIUH.
B Cepckn peBONIOIMOHEH OKPBI BECTAHWETO M30yXBa Ha
13/26 cpeury 14/27 centemBpu (KpbcTOBieH), BomeHO OT
yetu Ha BMOPO u Ha BBpXOBHHS MakeIOHO-OIPUHCKH
KOMUTCT.

Cpeﬂ PBKOBOAUTEIIUTE Ha

On 20 July Old Style (2 August) 1903, Ilinden or
St Elijah’s Day, the Bulgarian population of Macedonia
and Thrace mounted an uprising against the Ottoman
Empire led by the VMORO Internal Macedonian and
Hadrianopolian Revolutionary Organisation. In Macedonia
the uprising rapidly spread across Monastir (Bitola), Ohrid,
Struga, Prespa, Lerin (Florina), Prilep, Kicevo, Demir Hisar
and Kostur (Kastoria) and involved the proclamation of the
Krusevo Republic. There were armed clashes in the Skopje,
Strumica and Solun (Salonika) areas.

Eastern Thrace rose on the night of the Sth (18th)
August 1903, being Preobrazhenie or the Feast of the
Transfiguration. Armed bands liberated Vasilikon (Tsarevo)
and Agathopolis (Ahtopol) and defeated a military garrison
at the village of Gramatikovo near Malko Tarnovo. The
Strandzha Republic was proclaimed. There were also
armed clashes near Mustafapasa (Svilengrad), with guerrilla
raids near Dedeagac (Alexandrupolis) and Giimiilcine
(Komotini). In the Ser (Serrai, Serres) Revolutionary Region
the uprising began on the night of the 13th (26th) September,
being Krastovden or the Feast of the Holy Cross, under the
leadership of the VMORO and
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3¢ BBOPHKEHUTE W HENO-
obyuenn 26 000 BeCcTaHMI OOade
TPYAHO MOrar Ja TpPOTHBOCTOAT Ha
OrpOMHATa apMusi, W3MpareHa OT
OrtomaHckara WMIIeprsi, cHaOnmeHa ¢
MOJICPHO  BHOPBKEHHE, TPAHCIIOPT
1 KOMyHHKall. BbcTanuero e mo-
TYIIICHO C TIOrpoMu — m30ouTH ca 4690
JyIIM, TPEJUMHO CTapLH, >KCHH H
Jiena, onokapenu ca Haz 12 000 kbiy.
IToeeye or 30 000 OexaHIM THPCAT
criaceHue B brirapuist, KbieTo Hamupar
HE Camo TOJICIIOH U TIPETIUTAHKE, HO 1
3alUTa HA OBIrapCKOTO CH UME, €3HK
Y HAPOIHOCT.
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in Hadrianople, Yane Sandanski
and Gen Ivan Tsochev in Ser.

The 26,000 poorly armed
and inexpert rebels yielded to
the enormous enemy army of
the Ottoman Empire with its
modern armament, transport, and
communications. The uprising ended
in atrocities, with 4690 killed, mainly
old people, women, and children,
and over 12,000 houses torched.
More than 30,000 sought refuge in
Bulgaria, finding not only sanctuary
and sustenance there, but also pride
in their Bulgarian culture, language,
and ethnicity.





