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CB. CB. PaBrHoanocmoAru Llape Koncmarnmun u Erena,
ukota om xpama ,CB. Beaukombyeruk u ueaumen lMarmenedmor’;
Bugun, XIV=XV Bek
(Hauuonanen uspkober ucmopuko-apxeonoeudecku myseti

npu CB. CuHog Ha brreapckama npaBocaabHa uspkBa)

The Saints Equal-to-Apostles Constantine and Helena:
Icon of the Church of the Holy Great Martfr
and Unmercenary Healer Pantaleon (Sveti Panteleymon)
at Vidin, 14th—15th Centuries
(Holy Synod National Church History and Archaeology Museum
of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church)
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CB. C6. KoncmanmuH u Eaena
3ramHa Bb3nomeHameAHa moHema
om cepusima ,bbacapcka ukoHozpadus”
Emucus Ha BHbB

St. Constantine and St. Helena
A Gold Commemorative Coin
of the ‘Bulgarian Iconography’ Series
BNB Issue
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Koxcmanmun |, Beauku (aabuli Banepul ABpeaut
KoHcmanmuH) e pogen 6 Haticoc (gHec Huw, Cbpbus)
npe3 70-80-me 2oguHu Ha Il Bek. Cun e Ha Koncmanuul
Xaop — no-kbcHo umnepamop Ha 3anagHama Pumcka umne-
pusi, u nbpBama my cenpyea Eaena (ok. 250 — ok. 330) -
gbweps Ha mecmeH ynpabumea 6 2p. ApenaHuc (HapeueH
no-kbcHo om cuHa U EAeHonoauc).

KoHcmanmuH e npoBb3zaaceH 3a umnepamop Ha
25 1oau 306 2 6 Tpup, fepmarus, u go cmbpmma cu ynpabas-
Ba no-zonsmama uyacm om Pumckama umnepusi. C Meguo-
AaHckusi egukm ysakonsiBa xpucmusiicmBomo 6 Vimnepusima
u npes 325 2 cBukBa IMbpBusi Beerericku cbbop 6 Hukes.

Tol e ocHoBononoxkHukbm Ha Busanmutickama umne-
pusi, cmpoumeasm Ha ,HoBusi Pum” — KoHcmanmuHonoA,
npoBb32naceH 3a cmoauua 6 330 2, u nbpBusim XxpucmusiH-
cku umnepamop. Vzmbkham Boenauasruk, Ho u 3akoHoga-
mea, KoncmanmuH Beauku BbBekga peguua 3sakonu 6
noasa Ha LlppkBama, 3a 3awuma Ha GegHume u HGe3nomoui-
HUMe, 3a omMmsiHa Ha 2aaguamopckume Gopbu u pasnbBa-
Hemo Ha kpbcm, npomuB kopynuusima u 3aoynompebama
¢ Baacm u gp.

Vimnepamopbm  cmpou  MHO020
xpamobe, kamo 6asuaukama 6 Tpup,
ubpkbama ,Pokgecmbo XpucmoBo”
666 Bumaeem, xpama ,boxku epob” 6

Emucus

Homunaana cmoliHocm

N SR

Constantinus) was born in Naissus (today Ni$ in Serbia) in
the 370s or 380s AD. He was the son of Constantius Chlo-
rus, later to become Emperor of the Western Roman
Empire, and his first wife Helena (c. 250 — c. 330), daughter
of a local dignitary in Drepanum (later renamed Helenopolis
by her son).

Constantine was proclaimed Emperor on 25 July 306 at
Trier in today’s Germany and until his death ruled the
greater part of the Roman Empire. With the Edict of Milan
he made Christianity legal in the Empire and called the first
Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in 325.

It was Constantine who laid the foundations of the
Byzantine Empire and who founded the New Rome, being
Constantinople and proclaimed capital in 330, and who was
the first Christian Emperor. An eminent soldier, but also
lawgiver, Constantine the Great introduced a number of
laws in favour of the Church, in defence of the poor and
destitute, proscribed gladiatorial contests and crucifixion,

and countering corruption and the
misuse of power.

TEXHUYECKU TAPAMETPU

The Emperor built many churches
such as the Aula Palatina in Trier, the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem,
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¥ Memaa 3ramo, npoba 999/1000 y
Epycaaum, pomongama ,C8. Teopeu” 8 s, mam-znary, Bucwe ~ the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Co¢us. Cnopeg npegaHuemo mol ., 864 » Jerusalem, and the St. George Rotunda
Bb3naca Ha maiika cu EaeHa mucusima A i 24 ww in Sofia. Legend has it that he sent his
ga omuge 6 Epycaium, kbgemo npes Fypm eragek  mother Helena on a mission to Jerusa-
326 2 ms omkpuba lpoba locnogeH u Tupak 2000 lem, where in 326 she discovered the

Yecmuust kpbcm. Bauzo 80-eoguiHa,
Enena ce 3aBpbwa 6 Pum cbc cBemu
peaukBu om cBoemo nokaonerue u
usgbxba 6 pbueme Ha cuHa cu.

Korcmanmun Beauku ynpabasiba
Vimnepusima u om Cepguka (gHec
Codus), 3a kosimo kasba: ,Cepguka e
mosim Pum!”. Ymupa Ha 22 mau 337 e
6 Hukomugusi. Cnopeg skeaaHuemo
my e nozpebaH 6 npumbopa Ha uppk-
Bama ,CBemu  Anocmoau” 6
KoHcmaHmuHOoNoA.

3apagu npuHoca UM 3a Xpucmu-
sHckama  Bspa  LippkBama 0065656a
Koncmanmur u matka my EaenHa 3a
paBHoanocmoAHu cbemuu, novumad-
ku namemma um Ha 21 mad.

Xygokecmben npoekm: Muxaera KameHoBa
Motiemama e uspabometa
8 Obreapckus Monemen gBop.
Emumenm: Bbrzapcka HapogHa Ganka
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Metal Au 999/1000
Quality proof, mint state
Weight 8.64 g
Diameter 24 mm
Edge flat
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Artistic design: Mihaela Kamenova
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Issuer: Bulgarian National Bank

Holy Sepulchre and the True Cross.
Helena returned to Rome aged nearly
80 and bearing holy relics from her
pilgrimage, to die in her son’s arms.

Constantine the Great also ruled
the Empire from Serdica (today’s Sofia),
of which city he said ‘Serdica is my
Rome!” He died on 22 May 337 at
Nicomedia, being buried, as was his
wish, in the narthex of the Church of
the Holy Apostles in Constantinople.

For their contribution to Christian-
ity, the Church canonised Constantine
and his mother Helena Equal to
Apostles, honouring their memories on
21 May each year.





