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Mocmbm Ha peka fumpa npu epag bBsaa e gero Ha
usmbkHamusi  Gbacapcku Bv3pokgercku apxumekm u cmpou-
meA — Koato Duuemo.

Koatlo Duuemo (Hukona ®uueB, 1800-1881) yuu ompaHo
3aHasim npu BugHu cmpoumeau om TpeBHenckama, Kopuah-
ckama u bpauuzoBckama wkoaa u Ha 36-coguwHa Bb3pacm
Beue e npusHam maticmop. B caegbawume 40 zoguHu npoek-
mupa u cmpou peguua nocmpoliku, gHec namemHuuu Ha
kyamypama ¢ HauuoHaAHO 3HaueHue: 15 npaBocaaBHu xpama,
TopHoBckusim konak (8 kotimo caeg OcBoboxkgeruemo 3acega-
Ba YupegumearHomo cbbpaHrue), maHacmupcku cepagu, xaHoGe,
kbwu, kambaHapuu u uyewmu, mHozo mocmoBe, cpeg koumo
Mokpumust mocm 6 AoBeu u beaenckus mocm.

Mpes 1865 2. Mugxam nawa, ynpaBumen Ha AyHaBckus
Bunaem, Bb3naza Ha Koato (Duuemo ga uspabomu npoekm 3a
mocm, kolimo ga cBbpke nbmsi om Pyce npe3 TbpHoBo 3a
Codusi u Llapuepag. Maticmopbm npabu BocbueH makem u
npegaaza ga nocmpou mocma Bmecmo 3a ouakBaHume 2100
xuasigu mypcku 2powa camo 3a 700 xuasigu, kamo 3araza 2raBa-
ma cu, ye Hama ga noucka u 2pow nobBeue. ABe zoguHu

The bridge spanning the Yantra river near the town of
Byala was designed by renowned Bulgarian Revival Period
architect and civil engineer Kolyu Ficheto.

In his youth, Kolyu Ficheto (born Nikola Fichev, 1800-
1881) was indentured with distinguished master builders of the
Tryavna, Korcha, and Bratsigovo Schools. He was
acknowledged as Maystor at 36. In the 40 years which
followed, he designed and built a number of edifices, some of
which are today designated Monuments of Culture of National
Significance. They include 15 Eastern Orthodox churches, the
Tarnovo Konak building which housed the Constutuent
Assembly after Bulgarian Liberation, monastery cloisters, inns,
residential buildings, belfries and decorated water fountains, as
well as a number of bridges, including the Covered Bridge in
Lovech and the one at Byala.

In 1865, Danubian Vildyet governor Midhat Pasa asked
Kolyu Ficheto to bid for the design of a bridge on the road
connecting Ruse to Constantinople via Tarnovo and Sofia. The
Maystor did so, presenting a wax model of the design and a
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guarantee to construct the bridge for just
700,000 instead of the anticipated
2,100,000 kurus; he even stated he
would gladly lay his head down if he
asked for but a single kurus more. Two
years later, the bridge was completed
and Mithad Pasa awarded Kolyu Ficheto
the Mecidiye Order and land in Tarnovo.

The Byala Bridge is a significant
example of Bulgarian National Revival
architecture,  civil  engineering,  and
sculpture. Its 276 metres of span put it
among the Balkans’ longest bridges at the
time of construction. It is 9.5 metres
broad and features 14 arches and 13
massive pillars with pretty prows and
windows. The riverbank ends increase
the bridge’s resemblance to a building, as
does the limestone cladding. The Maystor
himself carved reliefs of a griffon, lion,
nymph, and swan for the pillars.

Thirty years after construction, a
flood destroyed part of the bridge and it
was repaired, though its appearance
suffered. Today, the Byala Municipality
and the local Museum of History are
running a nationwide Bulgarian campaign

to gather funds for restoring and
conserving this notable example of
Bulgarian ~ National ~ Revival  Period

construction.



