IMbpBusim GbAzapcku camoaem
The first Bulgarian airplane
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Mbpbusim Gbacapcku momopeH camonem e koHcmpyupas
om Acen XpucmoB Mopgaro8 (1896, Codusi — 1967, Yaim
lMaetHc, CALLL). Tol 3abbpwba cerodsiBaHemo my npes mapm
1915 2., koecamo e egBa Ha 19 2oquHu, HO Beue c Bozam
onum kamo gobpoboaeu, 6 Mbpbo aeponaaHHo omgereHue
no Bpeme Ha bankaHckume BotHu. Camorembm e OunaaH,
cHabgeH ¢ moweH 4-uuauHgpob pegobu gBuzamea c BogHo
oxaakgaHe ¢ mowHocm 100 k.c. MogepHama 3a Bpememo
Cu mawuHa noAyvaBa npuBureezusima ga Gbge usrokeHa 3a
Aobonumuomo 2pakgarcmBo 6 Codust 6 sakpumusi maHexk
Ha BoenHHomo yuuauwe. Caeg npoBegeHu usnumaHusi npes
abeycm cneuuaaHo HasHaueHa gbpxkaBHa komucusi npusHaBa
usobpemeHuemo u aeponAaHbm e npuem 3a 20geH. 3akyneH
e om MuHucmepcmBomo Ha BoliHama 3a 16 000 A6., u e
3auucreH kamo yuebHa mawuHa 6 cbcmaba Ha AeponaaHHo-
mo omgeaeHue nog umemo Ha cBosi cbagamen ,Acen op-
gaHoB”. Taka e ombeaszaHO Hauaromo Ha Obacapckomo
camonemocmpoeHe — egHo om nbpBume 6 cBema.

MpogbrkeHue Ha moBa gero ca mpume Gbaapcku camo-
AemocmpoumenHu npegnpusimusi 8 bbazapust — ApprkaBHa-
ma aeponAaHHa pabomuaHuua 6 Boxkypuwe, ,Bbrcapcku
KanpoHu” 8 KasaHabk u AppkaBHama camoremua ¢dabpuka
6 AoBeu. IMbpBomo e c Hat-gbrea ucmopus. Cb3gageHo npes
1925 2., mo npousbekga camoremu go
1940 2., caeg koemo npousBogcmBena-

ma 0asa e npemecmena B AoBey, Emucust
kegemo om 1941 2. 3apabombBa HomuHaAHa cmotHocm
HoBama camonremHa dabpuka. Meman
3a 30 2oguHu akmuBHo camoremo- _‘?af’ecmeo
cmpoeHe 6 bBbacapust ca npousbegeHu Aie;:\embp
Hag 600 camorema om 23 muna, Fypm

npegumHo BoeHHU u yueOHu, Grazoga- Tupax
peHue Ha maaaHma u mpyga Ha

TEXHUYECKWN TAPAMETPU

cpebpo, npoba 925/1000
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Bulgaria’s first powered aeroplane was designed by Assen
Hristov Jordanoff (1896, Sofia, Bulgaria — 1967, White Plains,
USA). He completed it in March 1915, barely 19 years old,
yet having gained much experience as a volunteer with the
First Bulgarian Aeroplane Unit during the Balkan Wars. The
machine, a biplane, was fitted with a powerful four cylinder
inline water cooled engine developing 100 horsepower.
Modern for its time, it went on to be displayed to a curious
public at Officer School. After testing, on August that year a
specially appointed official committee recognised the
aeroplane as an invention and deemed it airworthy. The
Ministry of War purchased it for 16,000 levs and adopted it
as a serving Aeroplane Unit machine designated by its
designer’s name, the Assen Jordanoff. This marked the
emergence of Bulgarian aircraft making alongside the world’s
earliest similar ventures.

Bulgaria went on to host three indigenous airframe
companies: the Darzhavna Aeroplanna Rabotilnitsa or DAR at
Bozhurishte, Caproni Bulgaria at Kazanlak, and the Darzhavna
Samoletna Fabrika at Lovech. DAR was in existence the
longest. Formed in 1925, it manufactured aircrafts until 1940,

when it moved to the purpose-built
factory that opened at Lovech in 1941.
2015 2.

In 30 years of active aircraft making,
10 AeBa

Bulgaria built over 600 aeroplanes of 23
vam-znany, Bucwe ~ Models: mainly combat and  trainer
2333 . types. This was thanks to the talent and

38.61 mm skills of designers, specialists and line
aragek\workers, but most of all to the brave

000 Grart set by Assen Jordanoff in 1915. He

korcmpykmopu, mexHonro3u u pabom-
Huuu, Ho Hal-Beue OAazogapeHue Ha
cmeromo Havano om 1915 2., nocma-
Beno om Acen WopgaroB. Tosu
cBemoBHousBecmeH ¢ usobpemeHus-
ma u mpygobeme cu Haw cbHapogHuk
e 00s6eH 3a nouemeH epakgaHuH Ha
Hio Mopk, Ha aemuwe ,Aa lyapgus” e
nocmaBeHa namemHa nNAoYa C UMEMO
My, a HezoBu AuuHU Bewu u apxubu ca
usaokenu 6 Myses 3a abuauus u
kocmonaBmuka ,Cmumcoruan”.

Monemama e uspabomena
6 Monemen gBop EAA.
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in turn went on to win great fame as
Assen  “Jerry”  Jordanoff  with  his
inventions and books and became an
honorary citizen of New York City. The
airport LaGuardia bears a stone plaque
dedicated to him, while his personal
belongings and archives are kept at the
Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum.





