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125 Years since the Birth
~of Dimcho Debelyanov
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Humuo Jle6ensino (1887 — 1916) e Hail-Hex-
HUST €JIETMYCH TI0eT B OBbJIrapcKara JUTeparypa.
,,DE3JIOMHUK B HOIITA", 3JIyTaH MEXIy CIIOMEHA 3a
,,OCJIOI[BETHUTE BUIHU* HA MAaTPUAPXATHUS POACH
JIOM 1 O€3MPHIOTHOCTTA B TOJIEMHUS TPa...

TemnepamMeHTeH, TOHSKOra CKaHAaJICH
Ooxema chC CBOOOJCH AyX, HO HECPABHUMO YHCT
YOBEK, B JJUPUKATA CU TOH N3KHUBSBA CUMBOJIMCTHYHA-
Ta JipaMa Ha IPE/IETHO YCIOKHEHATa HHIUBH Iy~
HOCT:

A3 ymupam u ceemno ce paxrcoam —
PA3HONUKA, HECPOUHA OV,

npe3 OeHsi HeYMOPHO U3EPANCOAM,
npe3 Howma 6e3 nouaoa pyuid.

JIt060BHOTO YYBCTBO B CTUXOBETE MY €
HEBEPOsITHO OOraTro — OT Tparukara Ha pas3jibKara
MEXly MbXa W ’KeHaTa OT ,,A3 NCKaM /1a Te TIOMHSI
BCe Taka™ 10 KpacuBara epoTuka Ha OpaqHoTo ,,)KepT-
BOIIPUHOIIEHHE" .

CBbBBPIICHUAT My CTHUX € MUTHOBEHO pa3iy-
YHMM, CTaWI TOIUIOTa U 30B 32 CIIO/IETIEHOCT, KOETO T'0
NpaBu OJW3BK Ha BCHUKH ITOKOJICHHS YATATEIH,
M3BBH IIKOJIUTE U MOANTE Ha BpeMeHara. EquHCcTBEHO
HETO CpeJl OBJITapCKUTE TIOETH HapuiaMe Ha MaJjKo
ume. /lumuo JleOGensiHoB 3aruBa Karo J0OPOBOJICI] Ha
(dpoHTa Ha 29 TOMUHM, U3PHUYANKH BCEOMPOIIABAIIUTES
IYMH: ,,... MBPTBHSAT HE HH € Bpar (,,Enun yout™).

[IprwxuBe MoeTHT HAMA U3/1aJieHa KHUTA.
BpunsHTHUTE My CTHXOBE BUIKIAT OsUT CBAT MpeE3
1920 r., chOpaH¥ ¥ IOATOTBEHU 3a I€YaT OT MPUSITE-
sure My Huxomaii JInnnes, lumutsp [lonsbep3ados u
Koncrantun Koncrantunos. [Ipe3 1931 r. mo unnmm-
aTWBa Ha Kpbxkela ,,)KuBo ciaoBo™ u Ha [logBbp3auon
KOCTHUTE MY ca MPEeHEeCeH! OT Jayneunus Jlemup
Xwucap B pognara Konpusnuia. Tpu roamHy mo-Kbce-
HO Ha rpo0a My € TIOCTaBeH CKYJINTYPHUST NIEbOBHD
,,Maiika‘ Ha MiBan Jlazapos.

Katst SOI'PA®OBA,
JIupeKTop Ha Hammonamuus muteparypeH My3ei

Jumuo /lebenanoes
28 mapm 1887 =2 oxkmomepu 1916 2.

SRS

Dimcho Debelyanov
28 March 1887 — 2 October 1916

Dimcho Debelyanov (1887-1916) was
Bulgaria’s most tender and maudlin poet: a ‘nocturnal
drifter’ midway between remorse for ‘the white
cherry blossom’ of his patriarchal birthplace and
urban alienation.

A temperamental and oft-outrageous
Bohemian, he was at heart untainted, channelling the
drama of highly intricate and sensitive souls into his
writing:

1 die, and am reborn in light:

Of many facets, yet no symmetry,
Erecting bravely in the day
Dismantling pitilessly at night.

Debelyanov’s romantic sentiment was
incomparably rich, covering the range from the
heartbreak of parting lovers in / shall ever recall you
thus to the emotive nuptial eroticism of 7The Sacrifice.

Debelyanov’s faultless verse is immediately
recognisable by its warm invitation to mutuality,
rendering it close to readers of all ages and remote it
from the constraints of literary schools or transient
fashion. He is the sole Bulgarian poet to be better
known by his first name. As fate would have it, none
other than this deeply humanitarian poet had to fall at
29 while a Great War volunteer. By then, he had
exonerated all combatants: ‘the dead: no longer our
foes’ (4 Casualty).

The poet saw no publications while living.
Collated for print by friends Nikolay Liliev, Dimitar
Podvarzachov, and Konstantin Konstantinov, his
brilliant verse saw light of day only in 1920. In 1931
the Zhivo Slovo circle and Podvarzachov moved his
remains from distant'Demir Hisar to his native
Koprivshtitsa. Three years later [van Lazarov set his
masterpiece figure of the poet’s waiting mother upon
the grave.

by Katya Zografova,
Director, the National Literature Museum



